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Arash the Archer

I am the warrior Arash, a nobleman

I have the heart of mankind in my fist and the hope of mankind as my support
I have an arrow as sharp as a thunder bolt; I have the winds under my command
Arash climbed up the slopes of Mount Alborz and put his life and soul to his arrow

He did the job of hundreds of thousands of dagger blades

The arrows of Arash, which were placed in the tree trunk of a walnut tree, were spotted by horsemen riding along

the River Oxus (Jayhun)
It was called once again the frontier of Iran and Turan (Central Asiaj

Siyavash Kasraci
Iranian poet
1927-1996
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The Royal Archer
Ancient Persia, 4th century BC

The Persian king of kings is shown as
a royal archer. He wears a crenelated
crown and long robe and holds a bow
in his left hand and a spear in his right
hand. He is shown in a kneeling pose.
The bow is a symbol of kingship in
ancient Persia.



Continuation of a tradition
Iran, 3rd century BC

After the collapse of the Persian
Empire in 330BC, the kings of Persis
in southern Iran, continued to present
the archer king on their coins in
290BC. This motif was picked up by
the Parthians from north-eastern Iran
who rose to power about 240BC.
Their archery and the Parthian shot is
well documented in Greek and Roman
sources.
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Images of archer in Achaemenid Parthian and Sasanian art
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Assyria and the archer

Coins of

Ancient
Persia, Persis
& Parthia

Enlarged
Photo

Persian poem

The archer in the Persian epic tradition
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